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duits, construct and operate waterworks and a lighting plant for the 
city and its inhabitants. Complete control is given over the streets 
and highways of the city and the city may do anything necessary for 
its beautification or to preserve or add to the safety, comfort and well- 
being of its inhabitants. The city is also given power to establish a 
system of pensions in the police, fire and school departments without 
resorting to the legislature for special grants of power. 

The proposed charter introduces a new feature in that it is provided 
that the people of any ward may vote upon all questions which affect 
their ward only upon filing a petition signed by 5 per cent of the regis- 
tered voters of the ward. 

No public utility franchise shall be valid until it is authorized or 
approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon at a general or 
special election. The cost of the special election for this purpose must 
be borne by the corporation seeking the franchise. 

There is a provision requiring that the expense of constructing sewers, 
sidewalks, and paving streets shall be defrayed by local assessment. 
In case of repaving streets, two-thirds of the cost is assessed against 
abutting property owners and one-third is paid by the city. The city 
is given power to issue bonds without securing the permission of the 
legislature in each particular case. 

Great Britain — Legislation. Among the public general acts passed 
by parliament at the last session were the following which seem worthy 
of notice in this department: 

An act providing for the establishment of labor exchanges by the 
board of trade, which may also assist exchanges established and main- 
tained by other authorities, and may also "by such other means as they 
think fit" endeavor to bring the employer needing help and the work- 
man needing employment together. 

The act to constitute the Union of South Africa. 

An act to prohibit gambling on loss by maritime perils. It is so 
worded as to cover all persons effecting insurance on vessels or cargoes 
without having bona fide insurable interest therein, but is said to be 
chiefly directed against a class specifically named, employees of ship 
owners who are said to have trafficked in this sort of insurance. The 
penalty is directed not only against those persons effecting such con- 
tracts but also against brokers through whom the insurance may be 
taken. 
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An act to enable the London county council to establish an ambu- 
lance service in the metropolitan district for cases of accident or illness 
(other than infectious diseases). 

An act protecting Irish handloom weavers and their products by 
requiring the trademark "Irish hand-woven" to be stamped upon or 
woven into goods actually so made and imposing penalty for misuse of 
this trademark. 

An act establishing trade boards in certain scheduled trades (tailor- 
ing, paper box making, machine lace finishing, hammered chain mak- 
ing), and providing that it may be extended to other trades by order 
of the board of trade. The boards may fix minimum wage rates for 
piece work and shall do so for time work, and such rate may be made 
obligatory by the board of trade. Non-compliance in the latter case 
is made subject to penalty. The act contains detailed regulations as 
to the constitution and proceedings of the boards, and enforcement 
of its provisions. 

An act relative to the licensing of premises and persons for the exhi- 
bition of moving pictures. 

An act providing for Ireland supervision and requirements for the 
destruction of noxious weeds, and for the examination and testing of 
agricultural seeds. 

An amendatory act relative to electric lighting, which empowers the 
board of trade to authorize local authorities or electricity companies to 
acquire compulsorily any land needed for generating stations. Author- 
ity may be given to break up streets to bring electricity within an area of 
supply from an outside generating station, and to supply electricity in 
bulk and the latter may be made compulsory upon the undertaker. 
The act contains 27 sections and includes much important matter. 

A general housing and town planning act (76 sections and schedules). 
The act of 1890 is extended to all places which have not already adopted 
it voluntarily. Powers are given for the compulsory acquisition of 
land for housing and town planning schemes by local authorities who 
may borrow money needed in the development of such schemes. Town 
planning schemes may include property already built upon and general 
provisions may be outlined by the Local Government Board to cover the 
various phases of the question which must be considered in a compre- 
hensive plan. These are set forth in detail in schedule 4. 

An act which among other provisions constitutes a road board, under 
the treasury, for the administration of general road improvement funds 
and for giving advice and instruction to local authorities. 
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An act providing for superannuation allowances to employees in pub- 
lic insane asylums. The scheme involves contribution by such em- 
ployees to be deducted from wages. 

An important insurance act which both consolidates and amends 
former laws and extends to other companies the laws relating to life 
insurance companies. It covers such matters as deposits, accounts, 
reports and statements, audit, consolidation, and re-insurance. The 
act sets forth details of application to life, fire, accident and employers' 
liability insurance companies, bond investment companies, and col- 
lecting societies and industrial insurance companies. 

C. B. Lester. 

Porto Rico — Legialation. Among the laws passed at the recent ses- 
sion of the legislative assembly, the following may be noted: 

An act to create an insular fair board for the purpose of holding an 
annual exhibition of agricultural and general productive industries of 
the island. 

Creating a special medical service for the study and prevention of 
tropical and transmissible diseases. 

An automobile law requiring the licensing both of vehicles and drivers, 
fixing a speed limit within municipalities and providing that speed 
limits elsewhere shall be regulated by the commissioner of the interior, 
giving lighting and signal regulations, and providing that upon signal 
from the driver of a frightened horse the autoist shall come to a full stop 
and stop his motor. 

An act providing for the appointment of two commissioners upon 
uniform legislation. 

An act regulating bill posting and out door advertising. All such 
advertising upon public property is entirely prohibited, certain objec- 
tionable advertising is prohibited, bill boards within municipalities 
(unless placed against walls) are limited to 10 feet in width by 10 feet 
in height, and all advertising matter displayed on property adjoining 
the public roads is subject to a tax of fifty cents a square meter annually. 
Advertisements of business firms as displayed upon their own business 
premises are exempted from the size limitation and from the tax. 

An act appropriating $8000 to be expended by the Anti-Tuberculosis 
League in combating the spread of tuberculosis, and $2000 to be ex- 
pended "in organizing an educational campaign for the prevention 
of the spread of tuberculosis and in public instruction in the elemen- 
tary principles of sanitation." C. B. Lester. 



